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Mr. Herb Bell, Manager

Hillside National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service HILLSIDE NWw
Yazoo City, MS 39194 R

Dear Herb:

Here is a copy of our annual report on the nutria project. We appreciate
your help. The project will be continued for at Teast another year.

Sincerely,
> & L’I:V\ (/L')—D’ (A/ C

James L. Wolfe
Professor
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ANNLAM PERFOMANE R PORY

State: Mississippi Project Nurber: W-4n-g0
Study Number: 11X
Job Naurber: IX-¢
study Title:
Nuiria Investigation: Sta:ue of Fcolo:y o° Nut~ia in Mississipp"

Period Covered: July 1. 1979 - June 3. 1)8!

-lob Objective:
To describe the populetion, ezology «n. eccnomi. status of nutrie in
Mississippi.
L. Activity
Luring this first year. nur efforts ave been concentrated o1 (n> pepuia-
tion. This research prcvided some use vl intorma.ion on movements, ind a
teginning into reproductive, fcod habivs. anc pepulation stucies. More
inportantly, it allowed us to acquire & foel™ fo- working with th's animal
and perfect methodologies that are app'icanle. Some of these inzlud>:
1. The testing of drucs for tranqui i.ing trapped animals to parmit
handling. We discover2d, with th2 assistonce o personn2l i3 the
College of Veterinary “odicine, that ketasiine hydrochloride is an
excellent drug for this purpose. e tested the compound both cn
captive animals and in Lhe field witk no “ndication of adver;e effects.
2. Development of live-trapping tech:iiqu2s. We adarted methoco ogies
previously used in Louisiana to cur habitzts and equipment. This
involves the use of large floating platfo-ms and prebaiting with
carrots or sweet potatoes. Usinc this method, we have had up to 709

trap success during soine periods.



3. Collection of re’ere:ce material “or ‘ool habit reseirch. lozen.
of plant species froi nitria ha>i «ts hast been collected and their
macerated tissue. prezpiced as sli'cs ‘or  ompar..on to s—orach and
scat samples.

&, Radiotracking. uring the cours. «f .he Tirst year's work, ve be-
came quite profi:ieat a radiot-::kiny aw can use this “ecw ique

to answer <pecif c gquewtions abs  wmorem> ts in he fituwre.

E.. Target Dates
W2 have proposed a five-year schedul:s ~or acormplist ng tie abjactives
¢? this study. Accomplishmants during <b: fi-st vear wire according to

schedule.

(. Significant Deviatiois

None.

[, Remarks

The nature of cur data gen~rally req:es co .actior over a ninirum of
three years to be meaniniful. letailed aicly.es of fracnentary dati are
worth little and are not attewpied. tHow:ser, sore questions nf a move
limited nature can be adlresszd over v 5 iHrte period. Tor example, durinc
the past year, we accumuiated enough datu c¢n .he nutria populaticn or Hill-
side NWR for a crude est mate ol population lovels and of home renges of
individuals on the area. A br-of manuscy pt dealing with these has teen

submitted for publication.

E. Recommendations
Continue study as plunnec for four adiitional years. Expand research

efforts to other geographiic arecs, espesi:1ly coastal counties.



F. Cost

Personnel
James L. kolfe
Technician
Fringe Benefits

Travel

Supplies

Federal Shave

State Share

Total Budget

Cost. Ma; -days
$3000.C2 24
6000.C) "0
1530.C
1620.C
__700.03

12250.0C
4083.33

%16333.33
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